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For his unparalleled investigations of the origin and evolution of the 
vegetation of western North America, his distinguished contributions 
to our understanding of the role of fossil floras in unlocking the 
secrets of paleoclimate, his early appreciation of the importance of 
plate tectonics as a controlling factor in determining the distribution 
of plants and animals, and his contribution of a very substantial 
body of literature that has consistently inspired his fellow scientists, 
volume 28 of Madrono is dedicated to DANIEL I. AXELROD. 


Dan, we know you consider the herbs that we love to be a “ground 
cover,” unworthy of notice, but we forgive you because, largely 
through your own insightful analyses, together with lots of tough 
rock-splitting in the hot Nevada sun, you have made the communities 
in which they occur the best known in the world from the stand- 
point of their Tertiary history. Besides, you have never given us a 
dull moment, and we recall with enthusiasm your many fine speeches 
and seminars. May your years be filled with equability, punctuated 
with just enough climatic and edaphic stress to add variety and zest! 
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